Anne Rinkenberger

4810 Farmstead Dr.

Monticello, MN 55362




October 26, 2007

Dear Iris,


Sean and Sophie have been learning to write letters.  It is a big task at first, but they are doing very good.  Your letter is the first “long” letter they have written.  They are also sending a letter to Mark and Joylene.  They were learning the titles of respect in their grammar lesson, so that is why they were calling you Mrs. Young.


We have enjoyed getting postcards and brochures from your trips!  And you are so thoughtful to send those books to Sean and Sophie.  They were the perfect gift.  I was actually going to order that Castle book!  That puppet book from the TV show was cute. And, I have heard from other families how good those “Horrible” books are.  Many other families place orders to the U.K. to buy those books.  I was just beginning to look into that.  How do you always know the perfect things to get for them? 


I hope you enjoyed your trip to Wales together.  Was it just you and Mark and Joylene?  How wonderful that you can all travel together to all those interesting places.  You must have such a good time together.  Those brochures from Wales were so fun to look at.  Did you go into all those places?  What about the underwater caves?  I think I would be claustrophobic now, but not when I was younger.  It looks like Northern Wales has a lot of good places to see!  I didn’t realize that all the King Arthur myths/tales were from that area.  We are studying medieval and renaissance history next year.  Sean can’t wait, so he is already reading about knights and castles a lot.  The postcard with the Abbey where Harry Potter was filmed was very exciting to them.  They love to watch those movies more than anything else.  Which shocked me because just a few months before, they were scared of almost every movie.


I just laughed when I read your letter that was enclosed with the brochures and books.  You said that we could just throw away the brochures if we didn’t want them. First of all, I won’t be throwing them away.  But I mainly laughed because my Mom used to say that exact thing almost every time she gave me something.  “If you don’t want it or can’t use it, just throw it away.”  That is so funny that you both say that.  Is that something the Tyler brothers taught you both?


We still read often out of that book you gave to them, “The Illustrated Book of Children’s Literature.”  We really enjoy the original texts of the stories and poems.  They have changed things so much in many of the modern versions of the stories, and for the worst.  Many of the stories have also given me the opportunity to teach them about parts of our culture that aren’t around much anymore.  For example, when an animal got in a butter churn and rolled down the hill,  I was able to tell them about butter churns, draw them, and tell them stories about my Mom using one on the farm.  We are memorizing some of the poems also.  I think that is important for kids.


I hope your fall is going well.  It is my favorite season.  We have had a lot of rain!  Yuck!  But we have managed to make it out to a pumpkin patch and apple orchard.  We briefly saw some good autumn color in the trees, but the wind too all the leaves so fast this year.


Sean and Sophie are doing really well in home school this year.  We are finishing up a little second-grade work in some subjects right now, but mostly they are doing third-grade work this year.  They attend STAR Academy on Wednesdays with other kids who are accelerated in their learning.  Sean is taking a chess class and Sophie is taking an art class.  They really like it and have fun with the other kids.  

This weekend they are both going to their first chess tournament.  That should be quite an experience.  They have to use the timer, write down every move of the game, and try to keep their mind on the game.  All this has to be done without talking.  I think that will be the hardest part for them.

I can’t believe we have to start thinking about the holiday season already.  We may actually see a little snow in the coming week!  I think I will convince Tony to make Mom’s kringla recipe soon.  When it gets cold out, that always makes a great treat near the holiday season.

I still think often about wanting to come and visit you sometime next spring or early summer.  Do you have any big trips planned for next year yet?  I REALLY hope we can get a trip planned.  We also want to stop in Colorado Springs to see my niece, Emily and her family.

I hope you and your family are doing well.  Did you ever stop and see Wayne and Kathryn on your way back home from our place?  Do you know how Kathryn is doing?









Love always,










Anne
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